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New coat

Danny got mud on it.

Danny ran out in his new coat.

Mum saw the mud on his coat.
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Teachers’ Notes

These exercises require pupils to arrange sentences in such a way that they 
make sense as a simple narrative.  To do this, they need to grasp the meaning 
in the sentences rather than simply decoding the words.

HOW TO USE THE EXERCISES

Ask pupils to cut out the sentences and arrange them in the correct order so 
that they tell the story.  Then ask them to stick the picture on a sheet of paper, 
placing the sentences underneath.

If time allows, pupils might like to discuss the story , extend it, speculate about it 
and relate it to their own lives.  Alternatively, they could draw their own pictures 
to match the sentences which are not illustrated by the picture on the page.  
Pupils may want to colour the illustrations when they have finished the exercise.  

The text is written mainly using words from the National Curriculum High 
Frequency word list.  It is hoped that teachers and assistants might find the 
exercises useful in helping mainstream Key Stage 1 pupils and Key Stage 2 
pupils who are struggling with literal and inferential comprehension, as well as 
pupils in special schools.  The text also includes a number of common initial and 
final consonant clusters and different forms of the long vowel phonemes which 
can be used to reinforce phonics teaching.

The pictures are designed to encourage pupils' efforts in a number of ways:

	 by appealing to pupils sense of humour.

	 by providing clues as to the meaning of individual words. 

	 by helping pupils imagine what the story might be.

	 by featuring scenes with which pupils from a range of cultural 		
	 backgrounds will be able to identify. 

I hope that the wry humour in the series will make the exercises fun, not only for 
the pupils, but also for the teachers and assistants who are working with them.

												          
Peter Rigg
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